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The Ul benefits cost rate is defined
as Ul benefits paid divided by the Ul
covered wages.

The benefit cost rate reached 1.9
percent during the recession of
2010. It has since declined to 0.6
percent in 2019, the lowest benefit
cost rate since 2000.
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lowa establishments shed 400 jobs in
September. Although small, this was the
first monthly loss since March.

Financial activities led all sectors with 900
jobs gained. This sector is now positive
annually due to hiring in insurance and
related activities.

Construction gained 800 jobs in September.
This is now the sixth-consecutive monthly
increase.

Retail trade gained 900 jobs. This was the
first increase since March for this sector.

Leisure and hospitality shed 700 jobs due to
declines in accommodations and food
services. Eating and drinking places were
responsible for most of the loss.

Professional and business services shed
400 jobs following a slight increase last
month. This sector is up annually despite
losses in administrative support and waste
management.

Compared to last year, lowa is up 12,700
jobs. Manufacturing and construction
combined have added 8,100 jobs.

U.S. total nonfarm employment increased
by 136,000 jobs in September.
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